
Punk and the Making of Self Assignment — Zine Page 7: 1970s Interview 
 
Interview someone with a clear memory of the 1970s.  It does not matter where they are from 
or whether they were in touch with any youth culture at the time—we are getting plenty of 
“insider” information from our readings.  Instead let’s get a sense of how other people 
perceived the era.   
 
The overarching question to ask is: “From the beginning of the 1970s to the end of the 1970s, 
in what ways did you see the culture around you change?”   
 
Think journalistically and get at the most interesting angle that your interviewee has to 
offer.  Maybe they have more to say about their neighborhood or their college friends than 
about the Vietnam War.  Maybe what interested them most at the time was music.  Maybe it 
was starting a family.  Get a personal snapshot of how they perceived their place in the wider 
world.  Latch onto the most curious parts of their answers and proceed accordingly.   
 
Some ideas you might try getting at (but are by no means required to ask): 

 
• what were the social groups they remember? 
• how aware of politics were they? 
• what sort of parent-child dynamic did they witness? 
• what was cool? 
• when did they first encounter punk music or culture?  What about glam?  Disco? 
What were other trends? 

 
Once you’ve conducted the interview (speaking for as long as you wish), listen back to it and 
identify the most interesting parts.  Is there a particular story or picture that emerges?   
 
Your assignment is to hand in a typed, edited version of the interview, meaning that you can 
omit, cut, and rearrange as you see fit (but don’t put words in your interviewee’s mouth).  If 
what you’ve got in the end is less than a page, include more of the interview.  If it’s more 
than four pages, consider editing it down further. 
 
The idea here is not only to broaden our notions of the early punk era, but to improve our 
interviewing and editing skills.  Hopefully this is interesting to you.   
 
You will be graded out of 3 points: 2 for the insight and attentive responsiveness of your 
interview questions, and 1 for your editing of the interview into a cogent narrative. 
 


