
Punk and the Making of Self Assignment — Zine Page 5: Live Music 
 
First, read Kathleen Hanna's "On Not Playing Dead" and watch this excerpt from The Punk Singer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU1bEeKsHs8 

 
Then think about how the experience of seeing Bikini Kill's live performance differs from 1.) the 
experience of hearing their recordings (try "Double Dare Ya" at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NH-9Pow-2oE ), and 2.) the experience of reading their lyrics 
("Double Dare Ya" is printed below).  Feel free to call upon your own experiences having seen and/or 
performed in live concerts. 
 
In about two pages of thoughtful prose, do your best to answer this question: what does a live 
performance offer its participants and audience that other experiences of music do not?  When people 
talk about “energy” in this sense what do they mean?  And why does it matter?  Think about sound, 
touch, smell, sight, personal investment, interpersonal interaction, and politics.  Feel free to cite 
examples both from our class’s reading/viewing and from your own experience.   
 
________________________ 
“Double Dare Ya” 
 
We're Bikini Kill and we want revolution 
Girl-style now! 
 
Hey girlfriend 
I got a proposition goes something like this: 
Dare ya to do what you want 
Dare ya to be who you will 
Dare ya to cry right outloud 
"You get so emotional baby" 
 
Double dare ya 
Girl-fuckin'-friend yeah 
Double dare ya 
 
Don't you talk out of line 
Don't go speaking out of your turn 
Gotta listen to what the Man says 
Time to make his stomach burn 
Burn, burn, burn, burn 
 
Double dare ya 
 
You're a big girl now 
You've got no reason not to fight 
You've got to know what they are 
Fore you can stand up for your rights 
Rights, rights? 
You DO have rights 
 
Double dare ya 
 
 
 
 
Grading will be out of 3 pts.: 1 for specificity, 1 for insightful breadth, and 1 for writerly 
elegance. 


