
Punk and the Making of Self Assignment — Project 1: Subculture Presentation 
 
You will give short (8-minute) presentations in pairs.  You'll be partnered this time around with your interview 
partner from the previous assignment.  The assignment is to give an engaging, informative, and concise talk that 
introduces us to a particular subculture, movement, or group that prefigures punk.  This is part of knowing our 
roots.   

 
First, choose from the list of suggestions below OR dig around and find your own subject (you'll want to run it 
by me first).  Email me your top four choices, as this is first-come, first served.  Note that the list below contains 
various sorts of groups, some of which still exist, and some of which are more loosely defined than others.  
 
Second prepare a talk in which you both participate.  You may use any technology you wish, but be aware that 
the 8-minute duration is a hard limit (otherwise we won't get it all done); you'll want to practice and time 
yourself.  If you plan to use Keynote, Powerpoint, or Prezi format media, please send me the link/file before your 
talk.  In teaching us about your subculture/movement of choice, your 8-minute presentation should address: 
 

1. When and where did this subculture exist? 
2. What sort of formal or informal organization did it have?  Who were its figureheads and leaders? 
3. Politically and/or philosophically, what were participants in favor of, and what were they against? 
4. How did participants express and enjoy themselves? 
5. What music, fashion, art, books, and media are emblematic of this subculture?  Show us something. 
6. What is its influence on culture today? 

 
Third, prepare a one-page informational handout on your chosen subculture so that your classmates can use it as 
a study sheet.  Format this thoughtfully; it should not simply be a printout of your presentation.  Email it to me 
(.pdf format is best) ahead of your talk and I will print it. 
 
SUBCULTURE PRESENTATION SUGGESTIONS: 
 

Teddy Boys/Girls 
Flappers 
Greasers 
Mods 
Stilyagi 
Beatniks 
Hell's Angels 
Sci-Fi/Fantasy Fandom 
Cowboys 
Neo-Paganism 
Futurism 
Swing Kids 
Dada 
Hobo Culture 
Surf Culture 
Black Panthers 
Rude Boy 
Trucker Culture 
Pachucos 
Subcultures defined chiefly by sexual expression (e.g. BDSM) 
Street Gangs (your choice of when/where; keep it pre-1977) 
Organized Crime (your choice of when/where; keep it pre-1977) 

 
Grading will be out of 5 points: 3 for depth and accuracy of talk content, 1 for presentational poise, and 1 
for your handout 


