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Erin looks cute. Cutesy cute. She's penciled in her eyebrows and mascaraed her top and bottom lashes 
like a porcelain doll's. A fake fur coat, an odd choice on this warm June afternoon, sits crumpled around 
her. "The look is of a little girl playing dress-up," she says. Intended image successful. 
 
But don't confuse the image of an ingenue with the person within. Under all the prettiness is Orange 
County's most cherished ongoing representation of teen Angst: a punk rocker. 
 
"A lot of people get the impression that because I dress like a little girl, I want to be treated like one," 
Erin says. Not true, she says. It is an attitude she doesn't tolerate and dismisses in the strongest terms. 
 
Welcome to cuddle core. It's a scene that cozily balances the cuddly cute of infantile fashion and punk's 
hard-core ethic. 
 
While its sillier cult origins lie with the Japanese trio Shonen Knife (which has exported the obsessions 
with pop culture and cuteness of their country's youth for more than a decade), cuddle core didn't develop 
an identity until recently. It goes beyond the fluff and borrows a feminist tone from Girl Power, a school 
of thought among some women from 13 to 30 who find empowerment in celebrating their girlhood. 
 
The intent of Girl Power is to exaggerate what young women have been encouraged to downplay since 
they were toddlers--their differences from boys. It's not that they don't want to be treated as equals. But 
when girl implies weakness, second-string, then it's no surprise why so many prefer a tomboy persona. 
Even then, it's difficult to escape that favorite among the Y-chromosome pack: "Not bad . . . for a girl." 
 
Girl Power seeks to reclaim the very "G"-word itself as something that should be revered. It means 
becoming a woman on a girl's own terms. 
 
This philosophy found impetus with the underground feminist punk movement, riot grrrl. Unofficial and 
anti-media, riot grrrls promulgate a do-it-yourself credo when it comes to forming bands with girl 
members, publishing fanzines and organizing discussion clubs by young women for young women. 
 
Its demons are not men (there are, in fact, male members in riot grrrl and cuddle core bands), but the 
realities of an unsafe world where rape and other crimes happen too frequently. 
… 
"You can still be feminine and strong-willed," [Erin] continues. "A lot of women can dress like little girls 
but be very powerful. Look at Courtney Love of Hole. It softens her edge a little." 
 
The feminism of Girl Power can boggle any old-school feminist who remembers the days of bra burning. 
But today's young women grew up figuring they can have their cake and eat it too. (Baking it, of course, 
is another issue altogether.) 
 


